[Human metapneumovirus as a common cause of respiratory tract disease].
Human metapneumovirus (HMPV), the newly identified paramyxovirus, causes respiratory infections in children, immunosuppressed patients, and the elderly in different countries of the world. The epidemiology and clinical manifestations of HMPV infection are similar to those in human respiratory syncytial virus infection. The diagnosis of HMPV infection is based on the polymerase chain reaction detection of viral RNA or the recording of rising serum antibody titers. There are at least two genotypes and several subtypes of HMPV in the human population. The use of cell cultures and laboratory animals have provided new evidence for the pathogenesis of HMPV infection, the specific features of antiviral immunity and enabled recombinant HMPV vaccine candidates to be designed.